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of their friends on shore, who, in return, supplied
their wants, and gave them timely information of
rich prizes to be looked for, or armed ships to be
avoided. They prided themselves on being men
of honour in the way of trade; enemies to deceit,
and only robbing in their own way. The Malabar
coast was scandalized when Kidd broke the rule,
and tricked or bullied people out of supplies.
Officials high in authority winked at their doings
from which they drew a profit, and when armed
squadrons were sent to look for them, the com-
manders were not always averse to doing business
with the freebooters.

The greatest sufferers among European traders
in India were the English; for not only were the
greater number of pirates of English blood, but
pirate captains of other nationalities often sailed
under English colours. The native officials, unable
to distinguish the rogues from the honest traders,
held the East India Company's servants responsible
for the misdeeds of the piccaroons, from whom
they suffered so grievously. Still, whatever their
nationality might chance to be, it is fair to say
that the generality of them were courageous rascals
and splendid seamen, who, with their large crews,